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About the author
Fikret Pajalic came to Melbourne as a refugee,
learnt English in his mid-twenties and started
writing years later. He has won and placed in
competitions, published in anthologies and
literary magazines. 

In this gripping short story collection, Pajalic depicts
working-class characters in all their gutsiness and glory.
Featuring animals in most stories as a motif for grief and
hope, Pajalic alternates between tender stories of survival
and the gritty underbelly of Melbourne’s Western suburbs.
Even when his characters are shady and flawed, morality
and conscience shine through.

Drawing on his own experiences, Pajalic recreates first-
hand the reality of coming to Australia as a refugee
because of war and persecution. While many of the
stories focus on the experience of Bosnian diaspora, it
also tells the universal story of the refugee experience
exploring homesickness, loss, grief, cultural shock, and
making a new home in a landscape completely different to
where you come from.

Purchase links
https://books2read.com/ComplicationShortStories

Fikret Pajalic celebrates the contribution of refugees
to Australian society in his short story collection

‘Like Chekhov who thinks that for a writer
nothing should be unclean, Fikret takes us
to murky places where English is broken
and pit bulls are prized; bodies are ravaged
by manual labour and generosity abounds
as often as brutality.’ Lee Kofman author of
The Writer Laid Bare

‘In Complication, Pajalic uses his talents to
explore the limits of everyday humanity, or
the lack thereof.’ GoodReading

Praise

His fiction has appeared in Meanjin, Overland, Westerly, Etchings,
Sleepers, Antipodes, The Big Issue, Hotel Amerika, Wisconsin
Review, The Minnesota Review, Fjords Review, Sheepshead
Review, Bop Dead City, Structo, Paper and Ink, JAAM and
elsewhere. In 2014 he was awarded a Creative Victoria grant, and
in 2015 an Australia Council grant for the development of his
literary manuscript ‘Wanderings’ and in 2016 from Brimbank City
Council for the development of chapbook . 

'Reminiscent of Carver, Pajalic’s stories are sharp, direct and
austere. A fascinating read.' Ennis Cehic author of Sadvertising
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